Apoptosis as a possible cause of wall thinning in end-stage hypertrophic cardiomyopathy.
A 15-year-old boy with hypertrophic cardiomyopathy died of congestive heart failure with progressive left ventricular wall thinning with poor systolic function. Microscopic examination revealed patchy fibrosis in the ventricular myocardium with wall thinning, and immunohistochemical evaluation of apoptosis showed apoptotic cells and bodies in the destroyed myocytes along the border between the fibrotic area and myofibril.